AREA/FLORIDA

Fox’s Bill O’Reilly makes pit stop

TV talk-show host
greets his fans at ERAU

By MARK DAVIS
Stal Wyiter
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DAYTOMA BEACH — There was a kot of noise
around Daytona International Speedway o Sat
urday aftermoon, and nod all of it was coming
from the track or stamds,

Rill O'Heilly was nenrly, and he ot everyone
know loudly and clearly what he and his popu
lar eable TV show are all aboast,

“It appeals 1o working Americans,” O'Rellly
sald of his top-rated show on the Fox News
Channel. “It's honest, and it makes vou think.”

The electric, opinlonated broadenst jowrmalis:
made a pit stop Saturday afterneon at Embry-
Eiddle Aeronautlical University as- part of a
towm forum spomsered by radio station WHDE.
Jundlging by the size and enthusiasm of the ofien.
vocal crowd, it scemed O'Reilly had just won
ihe Dayiona 500,

Menrly 400 people flled ERALMs Instruet ool
Center to hear O°Heilly speak and another 50
witnessed a live video foed In a nearby room.
When the author was introduced, he was given
# raucoas standing ovation

Tlekets were firee but had to be obtained in ad-
vance from the radio station. Radio persanality
Mare Bernier, who was host for the foram, =aid
the station turmed away hundeeds doe o seating
restrictions. He said it was the biggest fomum so
far in the semiannual serbes.

O'Reilly's appearance oven attracted a crew
from C-APAN, which alrs publie affaims peo-
grams on cabde TV, The O°Reilly segment will
alr on the network's “Hook TV" program n the
ner future, saicd a mudie station official

The impetus of O'Reilly's visit was the au-
thar's new book, “The OFHellly Factor,” which
bears the same name as his show, Since its re
besise i Seplember, the book has peached the
B0, 1 spot on the Mew York Times best-seller Hist
several times. And OReilly obliged his book-
buying fans by signing copies before and after
the foram.

But the book received littke attention during
the forum as O'Reilly discussed currenl event=
and the no-heldsbarred approach he takes to
his show. Unlike other TV news programs, he
s=ays, his ghow focuses on controversial subjects
and doesn't let his guesis, who are often elected
affbekals and public figures, off the hoak.

“You'll do OK if you think," O'Keilly said. ~1
oome in like a prosecuting attormey and azk the
hard questbons. The show 15 ndd about scrsam:

ing and yelling. It's analytical. We want (o :u.m
our guns on the establishment.™

O'Reilly, who takes a middle-of-the-poad, pop.
ulist stance on many toples, says that i Ameri.
cans are upset with the disputesd results from
the 3000 election and with their elected officials,
they should do more than just talk abouat it !

“Write letters and petitions (o your congress.,
men and tell them -how you feel,” O°Reilly said.
“They're public servants. They should be serv.
ing us, Aot the other way around. If we come (o=
gether and don't liKe what theyre doing., lhi,‘:n
let's ged their butt aut of there, "

FHeilly also vouched for a 2 percent nntbuna]
sales tax fo replace Social Security and H.Hll-
I TANEs,

“The povernment takes out 40 percent -:-f'm:rf
take-home pay,” he said to loud applause, “We
shouldn't have 1o depend on the government for
anvthing.”

When asked a question from the audbence
aboart former President Bill Clinton and his sen--
ator wife Hillary in regards 1o the mishandling.
of White House gifts, O°Reilly had a quick reply..

“Thelr relatlonship is based solely on furni-
tire,” (FHeilly jested. “Faor their birthday, send
them Pledge.”



